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HEC receives $48,500 in grants
for preservation, education
While the COVID-19 pandemic closed the doors of the
Historic Eleutherian College building in Lancaster, Ind., to its
summertime open-house tours and fall festival, the HEC Board
of Directors has been hard at work to get much-needed
funding for preserving the pre-Civil War-era building and telling
its story.
HEC Board President Jan Vetrhus recently announced the
board has been awarded three grants this summer, totaling
$48,500. The funds will be used to repair the roof around the
bell tower, which had allowed rain to leak into the building.
Additionally, the funds will go toward repairing plaster inside
the building, refurbishing damaged displays and bringing an
arts event to Madison and Jefferson County.
The board was awarded $42,000 from the Indiana Historical
Society’s Heritage Support Grants, made possible by the Lilly
Endowment Inc.; $3,500 from the Indiana Arts Commission to
bring the Louisville Ballet Company to Madison for a special
performance, “Movement to Freedom”; and $3,000 from the
Dovie Stewart Cox & Chester A. Cox Sr. Memorial Fund and
Standiford H. Cox Fund, both administered by the Central
Indiana Community Foundation, which will be used to create a

video of the upstairs classrooms for visitors who are unable to
climb the stairs, and to tell the stories of black students who
attended the college.
The ballet company’s performance is to be presented at
HEC and at the new theater at Madison Consolidated High
School in 2021. Dates will be announced once scheduled.
“We are very humbled and grateful for these grants, which
indicate statewide support for our mission to preserve and
restore this National Historic Landmark, and to tell its story,
from its deep roots in the anti-slavery movement before the
Civil War to its role as a public elementary school for the
children in and around Lancaster in the early 20th century,”
Vetrhus said.
Vetrhus and the entire HEC board want to thank all of those
who made these grants possible, including the Indiana
Historical Society, Indiana Gov. Eric J. Holcomb and U.S. Rep.
Greg Pence for their support of the Indiana Arts Commission,
the African American Landmarks Committee of Indiana
Landmarks, the Louisville Ballet, and everyone who has
worked to help in the preservation of Eleutherian College
building and its legacy.

‘United Colors of Madison’
project visits HEC
Visitors to the college in June this year included
local photographer Cindy Porter, whose “United
Colors” project is comprised of photos featuring
her two daughters and their friends as models to
illustrate and celebrate the diversity found in
Madison and Jefferson County. While the
summer-time open house events were
cancelled, visitors have been welcomed by
appointment.

December 2020

New Members
join Board
Via email, the HEC Board
of Directors voted to add
three new members:
Emeka Koren, a science
teacher at Madison
Consolidated Junior High
School; and Meagan and
Mark Bahlke, who live in
the Tibbetts house.
Meagan was active with
Eleutherian College in the
early days of restoration
and involved in much of the
research and
documentation. C; Mark
recently moved to
Lancaster Township from
California.

Contact Us
6927 W. SR 250
Madison, IN. 47250
(812) 748-2540
Twitter:
@Eleutherian College
Facebook:
facebook.com/
EleutherianCollege/
Website:
EleutherianCollege.org
Founded in 1848 by the Neill's
Creek Anti-Slavery Society to
educate all, regardless of race or
gender, our mission today is to
continue that purpose by telling
their stories.
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HEC’s post-Civil War legacy:
Lancaster Elementary School
By Elliot Tompkin
Board Member
When children attended the first day of
classes at the new Lancaster Elementary
School in 1887, they arrived prepared to learn to
read and write and do arithmetic.
They would learn about President Grover
Cleveland and Indiana Governor Isaac P. Gray both in office at the time.
They would learn to read from the McGuffey
Reader, found in many elementary classrooms
across the nation until the mid-20th Century.
They would learn about their home territory’s
role in the Civil War.
What they didn’t know then was the
significance of the very building in which they
were studying their ABCs.
In a report from Aileen Clashman, we learn
that in 1878, John Craven, son of Eleutherian
College founder the Reverend Thomas Craven,
tried to revive the college. His attempt failed,
and the building was sold to Lancaster
Township.
From 1887 to 1937, Lancaster Township used
the former Eleutherian College building as a
public school. The school eventually closed
when many of the county’s schools were
consolidated. Lancaster Township students
were sent to Dupont to continue their education.
Most were transported by horse-drawn
wagons long before school buses became the
preferred mode of transporting students.
Today, Eleutherian College is among the
most important remaining historical structures in
the state … and the nation.
A photo published in “The Madison Courier”
in 1919, was captioned “Mothers Made the Flag,
Fathers Cut the Pole.” The caption written by
teacher Claude M. Oliver read: “Since the
school year was during World War I everyone
was in a patriotic frame of mind. The school had
no U.S. flag. The children, with the help of their
mothers, preceded to make a 5-foot by 7-foot.
flag The men of the community cut and erected
a 40-foot pole. A special ceremony was held at

the one-room classroom that served eight
grades.
Surnames of some of the students still are
familiar today. The children involved were:
Hazel Boyd, Marie Bishop, Bernice Lowry, Irene
Griffith, Rosa Hough, Juanita Spicer, Kirby
Lowry,, Leonard Kyle, Robert Hough, Homer
Spicer, Eddie Temple, Clifford Giffith, Jennie
Boyd, Dorothy Finch, Nellie Lowry, Lutie
Benefield, Charlotte Spicer, Lawrence
Clashman, Earl Boyd, Earl Finch, Kenneth
Griffith, Willie Temple, George Smith, Faith
Griffith, Mable Smith, Mabel Rector, Nellie
Smith, Grace Hough, Foster Boyd and Gerald
Ray.
Little has been written about the Lancaster
School era. One fascinating document is a
bound volume of notes from teacher and
administrator Joseph G. Officer. He wrote, in a
handwriting that we suspect only he could read,
notes of items from the minutes of the Volga
Literary and Debating Society to a record of
students and who they married.
In a fitting tribute to the Lancaster School era,
Curtis Marshall, judge of the Jefferson Circuit
Court, wrote in 1938, “Lancaster Township has
ever and always been a fair - nay a superior
community of American ideals, and American
citizenship - a fine representative Hoosier
municipality. It is fitting that it should keep step
with advanced methods, and up to date
equipment in and for the education of its young
people. With it the past is secure, for it has right
well played the part in the great drama of
American life, and progress and
accomplishment.
“Out of a sturdy past, our face and our feet
are set onward and upward to a glorious future.”
The board continues to search for information
about the Lancaster School era. Anyone with
information to share is invited to Tompkin at
tompkinelliot@gmail.com.
Our thanks to the Jefferson County Historical
Society for its generous help offering
research and guidance.
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HEC board, supporters keep our mission on target
Today the college building is a National Historic
Landmark and maintained by a volunteer board of
directors. Our vision is “To raise awareness that
education and freedom are the foundations of a
flourishing civil society.”
The year 2020 has shown that now, as much as in the
1850s, America is in need of a flourishing civil society.
In response, the board is beginning an exciting ten-year
plan to return to an institution of higher learning. We will
be developing partnerships and expanding outreach to
recruit students from underserved communities,
educating them to be qualified teachers of math and
science.
We appreciate your continued support of the Historic
Eleutherian College. Your checks or on-line donations,
via PayPal, make it possible to pay the bills, apply for
additional grants and plan for the future.
Gifts to the HEC Endowment at the Community
Foundation of Madison and Jefferson County build our
long-term capability.

Above, board members Scott Baldwin and Phyllis
Codling McLaughlin take a break on a very hot day
to take selfie after mopping the first floor and
cleaning the windowsills of bird poo; the mess was
left by avian squatters. Below, Thomas Craven
descendants traveled in August 2019 to (pre-COVID
19) visit and tour the college building and get
acquainted with their Lancaster roots.
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A peek at interior
work at the College
Thanks to the grant funding received this past
summer, as mentioned on Page 1, the roof near the
bell tower has been repaired and it no longer leaks
during rainstorms.
That has allowed the board to focus on other
projects that are on the “To Do” list, including the
plaster repair work in the first-floor entry way and both
stairwells leading to the balcony.
Scott Baldwin has been busy replacing woodwork,
such as trim, window sills and window boxes, as well
as transoms, including the photo center left, which is
above the door leading into the balcony.
Doors also have been replaced to the stairwells from
the entry way.

